
 

 

Step-by-Step Guide to Relocating Across 
the US 

 

Moving across the US is an exciting yet daunting process, 
requiring organization, budgeting, and execution for a smooth 

outcome. A systematic approach reduces stress and avoids pitfalls, 
whether for a job, family, or fresh start. With experience in 

domestic relocations, Meelheim`s Moving, founded in 2009 by 
Andrew Anderson, has assisted many clients in these transitions. 
This guide outlines essential steps from initial planning to settling 

in, with practical tips for success. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Step 1: Plan and Budget Your Move 

 Set Your Timeline: Decide on your moving date, ideally 2-3 months in advance 
for long-distance moves. Consider factors like school schedules, lease endings, 
or job start dates. Off-peak seasons (fall or winter) can offer lower costs and 
more availability. 

 Create a Budget: Estimate expenses including mover fees, packing supplies, 
travel costs, temporary housing, and potential storage. Factor in hidden costs 
like utility setups or vehicle shipping. Use online calculators or consult 
professionals for accurate figures. 

 Research Your Destination: Learn about the new area's cost of living, 
neighborhoods, schools, and job market. Check state-specific requirements, 
such as driver's license transfers or tax implications. 

Step 2: Choose a Professional Moving Service 

 Gather Quotes: Contact multiple FMCSA-licensed companies for estimates. Opt 
for in-home or virtual surveys to get binding quotes based on your inventory. 

 Verify Credentials: Ensure the mover has a valid USDOT number, positive 
reviews, and adequate insurance. Meelheim`s Moving, established in 2009, 
offers reliable, customized services with a focus on customer satisfaction. 

 Review Contracts: Understand terms like delivery windows, liability coverage 
(Released Value vs. Full Value Protection), and additional fees. Sign only when 
comfortable with the details. 

Step 3: Declutter and Organize Belongings 

 Sort Items: Go through each room, categorizing things to keep, sell, donate, or 
discard. Use the "one-year rule"—if unused in the past year, consider letting it 
go. 

 Sell or Donate: List valuables on platforms like eBay or Facebook Marketplace. 
Donate to charities like Goodwill for tax deductions. 

 Inventory Everything: Create a detailed list or use apps to track items. This 
helps with insurance and unpacking later. 

Step 4: Pack Efficiently 

 Gather Supplies: Stock up on boxes, tape, bubble wrap, and markers. Consider 
renting reusable crates for an eco-friendly option. 

 Pack Room by Room: Start with non-essentials like decor or seasonal items. 
Label boxes with contents and destination rooms (e.g., "Kitchen – Fragile"). 



 Handle Special Items: Use specialized materials for breakables, electronics, or 
artwork. Pack an "essentials box" with immediate needs like toiletries and 
clothes. 

 Pro Tip: If overwhelmed, hire packing services from Meelheim`s Moving to 
ensure professional handling. 

Step 5: Coordinate Logistics on Moving Day 

 Prepare Your Home: Clear pathways, protect floors, and disconnect 
appliances. Have snacks, water, and a first-aid kit ready. 

 Oversee Loading: Confirm the inventory list as items are loaded. 
Communicate any special instructions to the crew. 

 Travel Arrangements: Plan your route if driving, or book flights/hotels. For 
pets or vehicles, arrange separate transport if needed. 

Step 6: Settle Into Your New Home 

 Unpack Strategically: Begin with essentials like the kitchen and bedrooms. Set 
up utilities and change your address with USPS, banks, and the DMV. 

 Inspect for Damage: Check items upon delivery and note any issues for claims. 
Most movers, including Meelheim`s Moving, require prompt reporting. 

 Adapt to the New Area: Update registrations, find local services, and explore 
your neighborhood to feel at home quickly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phone - +1 (888) 711-4778 

Email - info@meelheimsmoving.com 

Address - 93 La France Ave, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 


